
Mountain Vista Fire District Meeting Minutes
2292 W Magee Rd Suite 180-190
Monday April 19, 2010 at 6:30 pm
 Meeting Minutes 
Members Present  
Earle Ruhnke

Jerry Phillips
Michael Treece
Donna Heidinger
Peter Archuleta

Staff Present 

Scott Butler, Administrative Chief
I. CALL TO ORDER and ROLL CALL

Present:  Chair Ruhnke, Directors Archuleta, Heidinger, Phillips, & Treece.

Absent:  Chief Butler, Counsel Hawkins

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all present.

II. CALL TO THE PUBLIC

   There were no applications from the public to speak.

III. CONSENT AGENDA

   Meeting minutes for March 15, 22, 29, and April 6, 2010 and Executive session minutes for March 15, 22, 29, 

and April 6, 2010 were considered.  

   Director Heidinger moved that the minutes be approved with a correction to the Mar 22 WS Minutes which contained 2 repetitive sentences.  

   Motion seconded by Director Phillips.

  The Clerk executed a strike-through on the above cited Minutes and initialed the correction prior to formally

approving and signing them.

  Motion passed 4/0.

IV. ADMINISTRATIVE CHIEFS REPORTS AND UPDATES

a. Correspondence. 

The board reviewed without comment the publication entitled “The Public Record.”

b. Financial reports for March 2010.

The board reviewed the financial reports submitted by Administrative Chief Butler.  Director Phillips noted that the figures for March were not yet included.  {I didn’t have my tape on and did not note what that figure was.)  Directors Treece and Phillips conferred on the mileage expense.  Without motion, the financial reports were accepted as presented.

V. DISCUSSION AND OR ACTION ITEMS.

a. Discussion and or action regarding speed bumps.
 This item was placed on the agenda as a courtesy to Doug and Kaye Ditto of La Morada HOA at Tucson National.   

 Director Heidinger opined that cases both for and against speed humps can be substantiated, but such traffic management devices do increase emergency response time.  

  Director Treece reviewed his conversation with Doug Ditto and subsequently with RM, and recounted the ensuing decision that Fire Marshall Willie Treatch would (visit the site?) and address this issue, and that RM Fire Chief Tom Brandhuber agreed to issue a statement indicating that emergency response is delayed approximately 20-30 seconds per hump.  Director Treece indicated that the fire district has no jurisdiction over this issue other than to go on record to state that speedhumps can substantially lessen the response times and be detrimental to vehicles, fire engines or other large apparatus which exceed posted speeds. Director Treece opined that the district may well put out a general letter, available to any constituent, indicating the negative effects of such traffic management devices on first responders.

   RM representative Anne-Marie Braswell requested specific direction regarding the intent of the RM letter.  Director Treece suggested a general letter which addressed the slowing of response times due to the installation of speed humps.  Director Treece indicated that response time from Station 75 to Mr Ditto’s residence is already compromised (due to remote location) without the added speed humps.  Director Treece reaffirmed that he would like to see a statement from RM that would provide technical information.  Ms Braswell indicated that she would advise the Fire Marshall and the Fire Chief to provide information regarding speed bumps, speed humps, and speed tables.  Ms Braswell conferred with Mr Ditto.  

   Director Archuleta moved that we direct staff to prepare a policy statement dealing with this particular issue, making it a policy within the district so that staff can prepare the proper language and criteria, if necessary, and bring it back to the board for action.  Motion seconded by Director Treece and discussion ensued.

   Director Heidinger advised the board of Mr Ditto’s concern that the OMNI may have been negligent regarding notification to the residents of the decision and installation of the speed humps and the impending negative impact on the residents’ health and safety.  The board agreed that MVFD has no jurisdiction over that matter.

    Director Phillips went on record stating that he is totally opposed to speed humps/bumps/tables because they slow down first responders; however, he acknowledges that speed bumps/tables and humps are not against the law.  Director Phillips queried Mr Ditto as to the knowledge and position of the HOAs in regard to the installation of the humps, and Mr Ditto responded that OMNI’s decision was covert, and he cited the predicament of a wheelchair-bound neighbor who is reliant on the response of emergency vehicles.  Director Phillips and Mr Ditto further discussed the funding of said new speed humps.

  Director Treece noted that due to the nature of the road being privately owned by the OMNI, that the OMNI could probably do anything it wants, but MVFD’s business is to take care of the people and the humps slow emergency response time.  Director Phillips opined that even if MVFD presents its position, it probably won’t have any bearing on what the OMNI decides to do.  Mr Ditto opined that MVFD’s stated position would at least give the residents a talking point.  Mr Ditto opined that a policy statement from MVFD and RM would be of great help to the affected residents.

   Chair Ruhnke reminded the board and audience that MVFD cannot enact a policy regarding speed humps but MVFD can state the facts.  Director Treece agreed.

   The motion passed unanimously.

    Director Heidinger suggested that the HOA compare OMNI’s installation of humps (in the hopes of finding another talking point) with the County’s Neighborhood Traffic Management Program (NTMP), because, for safety reasons, the County stipulates the distance between individual humps and between humps and intersections. 

b. Discussion and or action regarding the selection of a contractor for the Magee Facility. 

   Director Heidinger referred to the Contract Amendment for Lloyd Construction and asked for clarification of the “6%” mentioned.  Director Treece opined that a decision to build the Magee station has not been formally moved and approved, and that more information needs to be defined.  Director Treece cited such issues as square footage and that the square footage cost of the Shannon facility should not apply to the office space at the Magee facility.    

   Director Phillips noted that at tomorrow’s (Tuesday April 20 9:30 AM) agenda item specifies Presentation by WSM on the Magee facility and discussion and or action to proceed with the next phase of this project, and that discussion of Director Treece’s concerns regarding the size of the station, etc., may be addressed at that point.

   Director Phillips noted that at the previous MVFD meeting, staff was directed to request a draft addendum to the current contract with Lloyd Construction for the Shannon facility to include the Magee project, and that this addendum should include expanded language regarding the performance of preconstruction services and be reviewed by the attorney prior to board discussion of the action.  No knowledge of the attorney’s involvement/comments were apparent, and the amendment that was presented to the board did not appear to comport with what was requested.  Director Phillips suggested that this item be tabled.  Director Treece and Director Archuleta conferred, and Director Heidinger moved to table the item, seconded by Director Treece and passed unanimously.

The next regularly scheduled MVFD board meeting was scheduled for Monday, May 17, 6:30 PM.

Director Treece and Ms Braswell discussed the RM information that would be made available for the contract negotiations at the April 20 2010 meeting.

VI. Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 7:05 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Heidinger, Clerk

Approved by  _____________________

Date  ____________________________
5/12/2010
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